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On the 9th of April the Queen granted the amnesty,
on the formula of a request by the European powers.
On the next day. General Woodford cabled that
the United States could obtain for Cuba a satis-
factory autonomy, or independence, or the cession
of the island.

It was evident that there was no difference of
opinion among those in authority in the United
States as to the fact that Cuba must be severed
from Spain. There were, however, differences of
judgment as to which of the three methods sug-
gested by Woodford was preferable, and there was
a substantial disagreement as to the means neces-
sary to realize the aims of the American Govern-
ment. General Woodford believed that Spain
would grant the demands of the United States, if
she were given time and were not pressed to the
point of endangering her dignity. The overwhelm-
ing majority in Congress, and particularly the
leaders of the dominant Republican party with
the exception of Speaker Reed, refused to believe
in the sincerity of the Spanish Government. The
Administration could not overlook the fact that
the Spanish Government, however sincere it might
be, might not be able to execute its promises. Great
Britain had just recognized the United States